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Teaming with Wildlife
Project at Fall Line Sandhills Natural Area ol PR i R 18 3 A4 L
By Shirl Parsons, Conservation Issues Coordinator :

the Georgia Department of Natural Resources

(DNR) acquired 844 acres of former timber
company property to create the Fall Line Sandhills
Natural Area located in the Upper Coastal Plain in
Taylor County. This area is a small component of the
entire fall line sandhill community, which bisects
Georgia, crossing the state from Columbus northeast
to Augusta following along the fall line, and separating
the Piedmont region from the Coastal Plain. Georgia's
sandhill habitats harbor rare wildlife, but many of the
habitats have been degraded and few acres are
protected in any way.

l | sing State Wildlife Grants and private funds,

"Alcovy River Swamp. Pheto by H_a_nk Ohime'

_continued on page 4 Georgia Wildlife Federation
1 Hosts Alcovy River Land

Owners Meetings
By Shirl Parsons, Conservation Issues Coordinator

Lawrenceville, the Alcovy River flows south into

western Walton County, past Monroe and into
eastern Newton County. It flows past eastern Covington
to the south end of the county into Lake Jackson. The
total length of the river is approximately 80 miles.
Because much of the Alcovy River flows through
sparsely developed areas, the river and adjacent swamps
are generally unpolluted. The Alcovy river swamps

Beginning in Gwinnett County north of

C.T. Lyles, Junior Bass Busters volunteer, deploys
rolls of aluminum flashing to reinstall drift fences for
wildlife research.

continued on page 5
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Current Economic Gloom is a
Perfect Opportunity

hroughout Georgia revenues are flat or down. Business is off.

Unemployment is up. The news seems uniformly dismal these

days with each new report triggering calls for more reductions in
spending by the state government. Governor Perdue has called for all
department heads to submit three budgets for the coming fiscal year —
each reflecting deeper cuts and reductions (6 percent, 8 percent and 10
percent). A recent press release from Chris Clark, the Executive Director
of the Georgia Environmental Facilities Authority, announced that $40
million for reservoir development had been swept back into the general
fund to be redirected to other uses; the $10 million in funds allocated
for land conservation evaporated also.

But while the state adjusts numbers on its budget spreadsheets,
nothing has changed for Georgia's environment: A handful of local
governments and water authorities are dreaming and planning for new
reservoirs. Metro Atlanta generally decries the bright orange line of
exposed Lake Lanier shoreline created by the drop in lake level — yet no
one talks of re-examining land use or other controllable factors affecting
water consumption. And various threats to a healthy environment go
unchecked because the funding and staffs of the Department of Natural
Resources and the Environmental Protection Division have been
decimated by years, if not decades, of previous departmental budget cuts
demanded during better economic times.

But back to water: arguably one of the biggest threats of all —
unrestrained, unplanned water consumption — continues. The General
Assembly passed a significantly weakened statewide comprehensive
water management plan in the 2008 session with no statutory teeth.
Then, they immediately passed legislation to provide funding for
reservoirs without a requirement that they first conform to any sort of
master plan to protect adequate water resources for other
affected Georgians.

Is there any good news? Yes, there is a silver lining to this torrent
of dismal news — a perfect opportunity, if only we'll take advantage
of it.

Think about this: If your company or employer needed to
purchase some hypothetical system to sustain the organization's
lifeblood products and could choose between a system that is
tremendously expensive and would take nearly a decade before
delivering any results whatever, OR a simple process that cost a fraction
of the first and could begin delivering benefits immediately, which
would the company choose?

No one has a "right" to unlimited water consumption.
Landowners are guaranteed reasonable use of the water that flows past
their property. All other citizens are ensured water by Georgia's water

continued on page 4



Buckaramas® 2008

Georgia Wildlife Federation's highly successful 2008 Buckaramas® were the places to be in

late July and early August for all area hunters, anglers and conservationists. We again hosted %2
a record number of vendors who provided plenty for show visitors to see, delight in and

purchase before the fall hunting season gets underway. Displays, handouts and experts

showcased the State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP), Georgia's strategy for ensuring habitat and species protection.
The state's Department of Natural Resources also was on hand to talk about hunter safety. Proceeds from these

important shows fund GWF's habitat and wildlife conservation programs.
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Pictured (below, left): The top four deer heads from the 2007 season were displayed prominently at the Atlanta
Buckarama. (Right): Throngs of hunters jammed four display halls to enjoy the sights, sounds and shopping at the
Perry Buckarama. &

Habitat Steward Workshop
Held at Alcovy
Conservation Center

By Shirl Parsons, Conservation Issues Coordinator

Steward Workshop presented by the National Wildlife
Federation to train teachers and others who are interested
in establishing wildlife habitat in their schoolyards or their own
backyards. Trained stewards can also work in their neighborhoods
to establish a community wildlife habitat by teaching others to .
create and enhance habitat in their backyards. Among other things, participants were taught about the
importance of pollinators, which native plants are best, and different ways to provide water for wildlife.
Anyone can create wildlife habitat in their own backyard by providing wildlife with food, water, cover
and a place to raise their young. To learn more about backyard habitat visit our website at www.gwf.org.-g.

G eorgia Wildlife Federation recently hosted a Habitat




Teaming with Wildlife........ continued from page 1

On a hot Saturday in July Teaming With Wildlife
(TWW) groups met at the Fall Line Sandhills Natural Area to
help DNR repair drift fences damaged in spring tornadoes.
Participants also learned about the important work being done
by DNR in this natural area. DNR's Wildlife Resources Division
will restore the property for high priority wildlife such as the
gopher tortoise, gopher frog, Bachman's sparrow, southeastern
kestrel and the striped newt. Many imperiled plants will also
benefit including pondberry, sandhills golden-aster, and
Pickering's morning-glory. In addition, gopher frog eggs

collected here will be used to restore populations at other : 25 B O B L B g R L
protected sites. DNR staffer Nathan Klaus guides a trencher,
Drift fences allow DNR to study the movements and the first step to reconstructing drift fences.

population trends of reptiles and amphibians. Stretches of

aluminum fencing are installed in a cross pattern with pit traps located in the center and at each end of the cross.
When reptiles and amphibians encounter the drift fence they are forced to change their course and fall into the pit
traps. DNR checks the traps daily, recording and then releasing their "catches.” TWW members worked with DNR
to remove the old fences and install new fences. Groups participating in this project included Junior Bass Busters,
Georgia Chapter of the Bass Federation, Georgia Chapter of the Sierra Club, Macon College and Georgia

Wildlife Federation. &

President’s Column........ continued from page 2

law. But if the overall total amount available in a river basin dwindles — for whatever reason — we all share the
responsibility to use less.

Current budget shortfalls demand that wildly expensive options for solving the water dilemma before it's too
late are now off the table. Yet, so far, the most economical approach — implementing real conservation — has been
given lip service at best.

On average it costs between 50 cents and $1.50 for 1,000 gallons of water through conservation and
efficiency steps, compared with $4,000 for the same 1,000 gallons of water gained through reservoir construction,
according to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division. The choice between these two options should
be a no-brainer.

Moreover, a true conservation and efficiency strategy could begin to yield results almost immediately
through a suite of water-saving steps that could be started in the very near term to cut water use statewide: water
harvesting, purple (gray water) pipes or dual water systems, elimination of water leaks from public and private water
systems, real conservation water pricing, xeriscaping and improved agricultural practices, to mention a few. On the
other hand, reservoir construction would take eight to ten years before any results could be expected.

Our current season of economic gloom is a perfect opportunity for us to get serious about
this seemingly novel approach to an environmental challenge that actually might provide new
business opportunity AND can diminish the impact on the public purse. What are we
waiting for?

On another note, we say goodbye to two fine GWF staff members: Sarah Barmeyer, our
Water Issues Coordinator, is off to Washington, DC, where her attorney husband Wilson will
join a law firm. And Christina Marr, Volunteer Coordinator for the Mill Creek Nature
Center, returns to school — actually Brenau College in Gainesville — to obtain an advanced
education degree. We wish them both well. 2

Finally, I hope you'll join me out in the unique and very special outdoors that is
Georgia as the summer winds down. And, as you're hiking trails, watching birds or readying %///%
for a hunt, please kgep in mind t_hat only by speaking up on behalf of this fabulous habitat Jerry L. McCollum
can we ensure that it stays functional. & President & CEO
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MILL CREEK

Mill Creek Nature Center Update
By Christina Marr, Volunteer & Program Coordinator - MCNC

and July have been all about wetlands at Mill Creek Nature

Center! On June 7th, 30 local Girl Scout Leaders descended
upon Mill Creek Nature Center to take part in a "Wetlands Patch"
preview workshop (see photos, right). Several years ago, a Wetlands
Patch was created by a partnership of the Georgia Wildlife Federation,
Newnan Wetlands Center and the Clayton County Water Authority for
the Girl Scout Council. Offering this program at Mill Creek Nature
Center will be a wonderful resource for local girl scout troops as it is
not always easy to find a wetland that isn't on private property. Girl
Scout leaders made a Wetlands Mystery Book, created an imaginary
plant or animal that would be adapted to live in wetlands, and
answered questions while they became Wetlands Watchers. Everyone
enjoyed the activities and the tour of Mill Creek Nature Center. We
hope to see more girl scouts and their leaders taking part in this
unigue environmental learning patch.

A Wetland Monitoring Workshop has been held in July the
past few years at Mill Creek Nature Center to introduce new
volunteers to wetlands and the techniques used to monitor the habitat.
This July, instead of hosting a workshop, a monitoring session was
held that included both experienced volunteers as well as new recruits.
The new volunteers were introduced to the wetlands and learned how
to monitor the wetlands from experienced wetland monitoring volunteers like Suzy Downing, Susan Eller and Dianne
Crossman who have been monitoring the wetlands over the past two years. All the data that is collected over a year's period
is sent to Georgia Adopt-a-Stream which keeps the information in their database. These new recruits at Mill Creek Nature
Center will help collect data during the next year and will gather important information about the wetlands' health (amount
of water, plant life and soil conditions). If you would like to join the efforts of wetland monitoring at Mill Creek Nature
Center, please contact Carol Hassell at GWF (770-787-7887) or Suzy Downing at 770-682-0071. &

Even though May is officially "American Wetlands Month," June

Alcovy River........ continued from page 1

provide habitat for an abundance of wildlife including 11 different species of salamanders, many species of frogs, deer,
raccoon, otter, beaver, mink, muskrat, swamp rabbit and squirrel. An array of crayfish species supports many of these
higher species. Many types of fresh water mussels have been found in these clean waters. Birdlife in the swamps is
indicative of an older growth forest with nesting wood ducks, red-bellied and pileated woodpeckers, and barred owls.
Others at home in the Alcovy greenway are blue herons, waterfowl, and red-shouldered hawk. Fish include large-mouth
bass, red-bellied sunfish, and catfish.

The Alcovy River corridor is a special place that must be protected from the negative effects of suburban sprawl
pervasive in so many areas of Newton and adjacent counties. Although certain areas of the river are open to the public,
the majority of the area is under the stewardship of private landowners.

As part of the Alcovy River Riparian Buffer Project, Georgia Wildlife Federation, Newton County, the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources and Keep Covington/Newton Clean and Beautiful recently hosted two meetings for
land owners along the Alcovy River in Newton County to provide information about incentive programs and
conservation options for permanently protecting their land. Held at the Georgia Wildlife Federation's Alcovy
Conservation Center, the meeting included speakers from the Georgia Land Trust Service Center, Newton County,
DNR, and the Georgia Wildlife Federation. Landowners learned about the importance of the Alcovy River corridor and
were given information about their options for permanently protecting their land, including the use of conservation
easements. These workshops were financed in part through a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
under the provisions of Section 319(h) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended.

For more information about the Alcovy River greenway visit our website at www.gwf.org. &



WILD FILE

Get To Know A Right Whale

Edited from the Georgia Wildlife Web, by the University of Georgia’s Museum of Natural History.

Whales (Eubalaena glacialis) are alive

today, according to the University of
Georgia's Museum of Natural History. The Right
Whale has been listed as Endangered by the
Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. All Right Whales
are protected from hunting by international
agreements involving all major nations.

These behemoths — adults attain lengths
ranging from 40 feet to 57 feet and weigh 40 to 50
tons — are dark brown to black, with white
patches in the mid-belly and on the chin.

Right whales are known as baleen whales,
lacking teeth, but instead having a baleen, or series
of overlapping, long, fibrous-edged plate-like
strips, which hang from the roof of the mouth.

The baleen acts like a sieve and captures food —
tiny plankton — as water is expelled by the whale's
tongue. Right whales have about 250 pairs of black
to dark brown baleen plates which may reach up
to 6 feet in length.

The Right Whale lacks dorsal fins and
ventral throat grooves or pleats characteristic in
other whale species; pectoral fins are short, broad, and rounded.

Breeding occurs in the late summer and fall, with a single calf born 12 months later at the southern
end of the whales' north-south migration routes, in the Atlantic Ocean just off the coast from the Florida-
Georgia state line. The calf is about 15 feet in length at birth, and nurses for about one year before being
weaned. An adult female gives birth only once every 3 years.

This migratory species inhabits most of the oceans of the world, including both the Atlantic Ocean
and the Gulf of Mexico. These whales move along the south Atlantic coast between early January and late
March as they migrate north for the summer, and do not return until late summer or early autumn.

The name "right whale" was given to the species by early whalers because they thought it the "right" or
"correct” target to hunt. It swims slowly, making it relatively easy to hunt. It was abundant and not afraid of
ships. It did not sink when killed and produced large amounts of whale oil. Migrating close to shore with
females and calves frequenting inshore waters, the Right Whale was an easy target for the whaling industry
through the 1800s, until its numbers became so low that it was no longer profitable to hunt. Maximum life
span for this species has been estimated at about 40 years, although collisions with ships are now the main
cause of mortality.

O nly about 300 North Atlantic Right Photo by Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Editor's Note: GWF calls special attention to this highly endangered gentle giant with our newest tribute to the
holidays. The Right Whale is one of two native Georgia species to be featured on our original holiday ornaments.
See page 7 for details. &




GEORGIA WILDLIFE
FEDERATION®

Limited
Edition

Holiday
~Ornaments

Send a special, lasting Season’s Greetings to your
valued clients, family and friends with our high
quality, pewter ornaments featuring two of Georgia’s
high priority species: the BOBWHITE QUAIL and the
NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALE.

Each collectible design is inspired by original artwork by local | price includes
wildlife artists and includes an educational message about shipping and

the animal. notecard with
gift message.
We will ship directly to each recipient on your gift list, along

. . A gr
with a notecard and your personalized message. great way to say

thank you to your
_ _ valued clients.
Our holiday ornaments make a great gift for the sportsman or

nature-lover in your family. And best of all, your purchase Simply submit order
will help support conservation and education programs and your shopping

in Georgia. is done.

: Order by December 8
Use the handy order form or order online at to guargntee delivery
www.wildlifehabitats.org. by December 25.

e

A : .
@ All proceeds from ornament sales support GWF conservation and education programs.




Ornament Order Form ORNAMENT 1.  Quiail or Whale (circle)

Shipping Name and Address:

Complete form and submit with payment to:

Georgia Wildlife Federation, 11600 Hazelbrand Road, Covington,

GA 30014. Phone: 770-787-7887, FAX: 770-787-9229 :
Gift Message:

Order online at www.wildlifehabitats.org.

Order by December 8 to guarantee delivery by

December 25.

ORNAMENT 2: il or Whale (circl
Gift orders received before November 30 will be shipped Quail or Whale (circle)

the week of December 1 unless otherwise noted by Shipping Name and Address:

customer. All others shipped as received.

COST QUANTITY TOTAL

QUAIL | $18each Gift Message:

WHALE | $18each

SUBTOTAL

TAX (7%) ORNAMENT 3:  Quail or Whale (circle)
TOTAL

Shipping Name and Address:

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:
Address:

Gift Message:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Number ornaments to this address: __quail _ whale ORNAMENT 4: Quail or Whale (circle)

PAYMENT (Make checks payable to Georgia Wildlife Federation) Shipping Name and Address:

Check Visa Mastercard Discover AMEX

Card Number: Gift Message:
Expiration Date: \

Name on Card:

Special Instructions:

Submit additional addresses on attached sheet.




JOIN GWF

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email

I would like to join at the following level:

Individual/Family ($35)
Wildlife Steward ($50+)
Silver Steward ($100+)
Gold Steward ($250+)
Legacy Member ($1000+)

ooo0oo

Payment. Check Visa MC Dis AMEX
Card #

New Native
Plant Resource

new publication from
Athe University of
Georgia Cooperative

Extension and the school's
Department of Horticulture
should be a welcome addition
for every gardener or any )
homeowner who wishes to Wi .E
establish a backyard wildlife habitat. Titled Native Plants for
Georgia, Part I: Trees, Shrubs and Woody Vines, the 164-page book is
the work of an outstanding group of experts on the state's native
plants, including Gary Wade, Ph.D., Extension Horticulturist;

Elaine Nash, Naturalist; Ed McDowell, Master Gardener, Amateur
Botanist and Wildflower Photographer; Brenda Beckham, Master
Gardener and Plant Enthusiast; and Sharlys Crisafulli, Horticulture
Program Assistant. Over 400 color photographs delight the eye and
provide a resource for garden designers using natives. Best of all,
it's available online.

Go to http://www.caes.uga.edu/publications/subject_list.html and
search for publication number B 987. &

Signature

Please make checks payable to Georgia Wildlife
Federation and mail to GWF, 11600 Hazelbrand Rd.,
Covington, GA 30014. Phone (770)787-7887. Fax
(770)787-9229. Join online at www.gwf.org. GWF is a
not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions
are tax deductible.

Teaming with Wildlife
Coalition Helps to Clear
Hearn Nature Tralil

By Shirl Parsons, Conservation Issues Coordinator

was established and has served many generations of the Oxford

community as an outdoor classroom and a place to observe the native
flora and fauna of Georgia. However, with the passage of time, non-native
plant species began to overgrow an estimated 85 percent of the forest floor.
Lesser-used parts of the trail were engulfed by species such as Chinese privet,
Elaeagnus, English ivy and kudzu.

In 2006 Oxford began a project to restore the area to its original
state and develop a long-term restoration plan. Members of the Teaming
With Wildlife Coalition including the Junior Bass Busters, Georgia Bass
Chapter Federation, Keep Covington/Newton Beautiful, the Georgia
Botanical Society and Georgia Wildlife Federation joined with Oxford
College recently to help remove invasive species from a portion of the trail.
Oxford set a goal to be a model of best practices for invasive species removal
and has held workshops and demonstrations for the faculty, staff and
students to train them in the removal of invasive species. They are planning
a rededication of Hearn Nature Trail in the fall. &

Thirty years ago the Hearn Nature Trail on the Oxford College campus

Above, right: Erik Oliver of Oxford College wields a walk-behind bush hog to
eliminate tough invasives such as Chinese privet.

Below: David Waller, volunteering for Keep Covington/Newton Beautiful, cuts back
unwanted vines.




New Members and Renewals April - June 2008

Individual/Family

Mr. Richard Aldredge

Mr. and Mrs. John Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Barnes
Mark and Rosanna Beebe
Mr. Charles Bettis

Mr. Norm D. Bissell

Mr. Bruce Black

Mr. Jamie Bohannon

Mrs. Averil M. Bonsall

Mr. James A. Bowen

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Burch
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Carlson
Mes. Peggi Carman

Mr. and Mrs. John Carney
President and Mrs. Jimmy Carter
Mes. Eloise Carter

Mr. Kingsley G. Corbin

Mes. Patti E. Craft

Mr. Darrell Crenshaw

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Daniel
Mr. and Mrs. Jan Dillard
Ms. Diane C. Dooley

Mrs. Suzy Downing

Mr. Todd Edwards

Mr. Lance Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Farley
Mrs. Kathleen V. Folsom
Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Greer, Jr.
Mr. John W. Griffin, Jr.

Mr. George Hale

Ms. Connie W. Haynes

Mr. Robert C. Hedden

Mrs. Catherine Hensley
Mr. John Hilliard

Mr. Beau Hudson

Mr. Richard A. Humphrey
Mr. and Ms. Mark Jicha
Mes. Pat King

Mrs. Georgia A. Kline

Mr. Joe Kump

Mr. John E. Ladson, 11

Ms. Janet R. Lawrence

Mrs. Mary Lovings

Frank and Kathy Lyles

Dr. and Mrs. Wayne S. Maris
Mr. and Mrs. Roger V. Mathews
Mr. John McDowell

Mr. Sam McElhannon

Mr. and Mrs. Billy McRae
Mr. Ronald H. Milton

Mr. and Ms. Brady Mullinax
George Wright & Maureen
O'Brien

Bruce and Phyllis Patterson
Mr. George B. Pennington
Mr. David Pope

Dr. Carl Quertermus, Jr.
10

Mr. Robert J. Rieber

Mr. Michael Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Rumple
Mr. Mark Schlueter

Mr. Allan A. Schuster

Mr. Jack Scott

Mr. Kevin W. Smith

Mrs. Beverly F. Smith

Mr. James Stegall

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stewart

Mr. and Ms. John W. Stewart, Jr.
Mr. Andrew L. Sutton, Sr.

Mr. Jerry Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Thompson
Mr. Kenneth M. Thrash, Jr.

Mr. Paul D. Trainor

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Trosclair
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Uhrin
Dr. H. P. Walls

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Walters
Mr. and Ms. Darrell T. Whiddon
Mr. Richard Wingate

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Witt

Wildlife Steward

Dr. Charlie B. Christian

Mr. Gerald J. Fritz

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Gay

Ms. Jessica S. Gorman

Mr. and Mrs. David Govus
Michael Saunders & Dr. Rosalie
Jensen

Mr. Louie Maloy

Mrs. Lori Michelle

Mr. Dudley L. Moore, Jr.

Mr. John W. Nelson

Mr. P. Bruce Pike

Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Rawlings
Mrs. Maggie B. Sjoberg

Mr. Lewis M. Stewart

Billy and Theodosia Wade

Ms. Deborah A. Weiler

Silver Steward

Mr. Lamar Banks

E. Cody Laird, Jr.

Mr. Gary Massey

Mr. G. A. Nasworthy

Mr. J.D. Rainey

Mr. Todd Teasley

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. Young

Gold Steward

Mr. Cader Cox

Carol and Powell Hassell
Mr. William L. Heinz
Mr. Rusty Holcombe

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh B. McNatt
Betsie and Scott Rothermel

Associate Member

All Season Sportsman's Club of
Georgia, Inc

Satilla Riverwatch Alliance, Inc.
Georgia State Chapter NWTF

We gratefully acknowledge
those whose gifts

help GWF fulfill

our mission.

Donors in Workplace Giving
through Earth Share of Georgia

GWF Education and Programs
The Sapelo Foundation
Newton County Board of
Commissioners

The Pistone Family Foundation
Mr. Dudley L. Moore, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. Young
Satilla Riverwatch Alliance, Inc.

Camo Coalition
Mr. Lindsay Thomas
Mr. Robert Winthrop, 1l

Matching Gifts
IBM Corporation

Georgia Water Coalition
The Sapelo Foundation

Alcovy Conservation Center

Boyette Brothers Co Inc

Vision Equipment and Auction
Company

Mr. Sandy Morehouse

Ms. Terry Tatum

Mr. Peter M. Candler

The Community Foundation For
Greater Atlanta Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Huntz

Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. Saunders

Gifts received in honor:

Dr. and Mrs. Harry Faulkner
Ms. Ann Parker

Christina Marr

Buford Presbyterian Preschool
St. John Neumann Regional
Catholic School

Mike Grandey
Ms. Katherine Grandey

We have taken great care to
present an accurate and
complete listing of our
supporters. If an omission
or other error has occurred,
We express our sincere regret
and ask that it be brought to
our attention.

Shop Online at
WWW.GWF.ORG

T-shirts,
sweatshirts,
polos,
jackets, bags,
and more are
available for
purchase online at
www.gwf.org. Choose your
item and add an embroidered
GWF logo for no extra charge.
A portion of each purchase
goes straight to GWF
conservation programs. These

items are available online only. &

Search the Internet with

oA dil |

Use Good Search.com like
any other search engine —
the site is powered by Yahoo!
— but each time you search,
money is generated for us.
Just go to
www.goodsearch.com. Type
Georgia Wildlife Federation
into the "I support" box and
click on "verify." Since
GoodSearch shares its
advertising revenue with
charities and schools, every
time you search the Internet
at GoodSearch, you'll be
earning money for us. &



2008 FFA Wildlife Camp

By Robert Phillips, Volunteer Coordinator, Alcovy Conservation Center

outdoors either hunting, fishing, camping, hiking or just enjoying watching nature in all of its glory. Today's

technology has certainly changed the way the current generation passes time. The television, iPod, computer
and cell phone brought us, at the touch of a button, an extraordinary amount of information, but these modern day
instruments have hijacked our youth from the fields and woods that once renewed so many of us spiritually. The
extraordinary national success of the book, Last Child in the Woods, by Richard Louv indicates that GWF staff
members are not the only ones concerned by this modern day turn of events.

GWF has long recognized the problem and has often partnered with like-minded organizations to serve up
the solution. In 2008 GWF partnered with Georgia Power, the American Fisheries Society, the Georgia Bass Chapter
Federation, and the state Wildlife Resources Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources to assist
Georgia youth in attending one of several week-long FFA Wildlife Camps in Covington, Georgia. During the week
youth are tested physically and mentally. They are offered the opportunity to shoot rifles, catch and clean fish and
learn outdoor cooking skills. They learn those skills that make their outdoor time enjoyable and at the same time are
challenged to conserve this outdoor heritage for future generations.

| would like to thank our partners of 2008 and extend an invitation to anyone who wishes to sponsor our
Georgia youth in one of the week-long camps during 2009 to contact Robert Phillips at 770-787-7887. Help us
challenge our youth, conserve wildlife and Georgia's outdoor heritage.

This year a surprise visitor, Governor Sonny Perdue, showed up at the docks of the FFA camp located on the
Alcovy River. Governor Perdue (standing, center below) graciously took time to have photos taken with the Yellow
Yaks team. @&

The Georgia Wildlife Federation staff has often discussed how times have changed. Most of us grew up in the




Sept 27: Junior & Cadette Girl Scout "Wetlands
Patch" program at Mill Creek. 9am-12pm. Call 770-
787-7887 or chassell@gwf.org to register.

Oct 4: Intro to Adopt-A-Stream, Alcovy Conservation
Center. 10am.

Oct 11: WingSong Gardens Work Day at the GWF
Alcovy Conservation Center, Covington. 9:30-12:00.

Oct 11: Rivers Alive, Mill Creek Nature Center.
Contact chassell@gwf.org to volunteer and for
information.

Oct 11: Rivers Alive, Alcovy Conservation Center.
Volunteers meet at Covington Square, 8:00am.

Oct 23: Cornish Creek Trail Workday at GWF Alcovy
Conservation Center, Covington. 9:30 - 12:00.

Oct 24: Cornish Creek Trail Workday at GWF Alcovy
Conservation Center, Covington. 9:30 - 12:00.

Oct 25: Biological Adopt-A-Stream Workshop, Alcovy
Conservation Center. 10am.

Nov 7-9: HemlockFest. Benefit music festival to raise
awareness and funds to help save the eastern and
Carolina hemlock trees. Visit
www.lumpkincoalition.org for more details.

Nov 8: Chemical Adopt-A-Stream Workshop, Alcovy
Conservation Center. 10am.

Nov 8: Adopt-A-Stream Monitoring of Cornish
Creek, Alcovy Conservation Center, Call 770-787-
7887 to register. 12 noon.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov 13: Alcovy River Workday at East End Road,
Covington; 10:00 - 1:00.

Nov 14: Alcovy River Workday at East End Road,
Covington; 10:00 - 1:00.

Nov 15: Junior Girl Scout "Wildlife" badge program
at Mill Creek. 9am-12pm. Call 770-787-7887 or
chassell@gwf.org to register.

Nov 22: Alcovy River Workday at East End Road,
Covington; 9:30 - 3:30.

Dec 4: WingSong Gardens
Workday at GWF Alcovy
Conservation Center,
Covington; 10:00 - 12:00.

Dec 5: WingSong Gardens
Workday at GWF Alcovy
Conservation Center,
Covington; 10:00 - 12:00.

Dec 13: Cornish Creek Trail
Workday at GWF Alcovy
Conservation Center,
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Covington; 9:30 - 3:30. EORGIA WILDLIFE
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For more information on
GWF Volunteer
opportunities at the Alcovy
Conservation Center, call
770-787-7887 or email
rphillips@gwf.org.

Limited Edition
Holiday
Ornaments

See page 7 for
details.
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